Stage Presentations

Making Things, Making People

For fun and enjoyment by watching and tasting

Japanese Sweets: Motohiro Inaba (Tokyo)
Motohiro Inaba and Rio Asano, have been working for Japanese Traditional Sweets in famous
sweets’ stores in Tokyo, New York and Paris. After years of learning how to
make Japanese sweets in both Japan and abroad, they finally opened a store
Wagashi Asobi in Tokyo to demonstrate their creativity with modern flavors to
traditional Japanese tastes such as “Yokan with Dry Fruits”. They will show
how to make creative sweets in front of your eyes.

Tea with your sweets

Shiga Pref. will serve their local tea (Ohmi-cha)

Japanese Dance Troupe “Kikunokai” from Tokyo
Kikunokai was first established by Ms. Michiyo Hata, a
professional Japanese dancer in 1972. She formed a group of
dancers to show the beauty of dances in theaters, movies,
festivals, and many occasions, not only in Japan but also
abroad. Their stage show in the DIA will be various dances of
traditional local favorites of Japan. Fascinating and fun to
watch!

“Bo-no-te” martial art demonstration from Toyota, Aichi Pref.
Toyota City volunteers have preserved the 460 years old martial art. Years ago,
the Samurai lord gathered farmers to train how to fight in battlefields. Even in the
peaceful days, these farmers practiced, and handed martial arts to the next generations. These martial arts were well preserved in many schools of Bo-no-te in
Toyota City.

“Waka (Japanese traditional poem)” Lecture, Karuta Reading and Playing by Karuta Players
Waka has a long history, first recorded in the early 8th century in the Kojiki and Man'yōshū. Under influence from other
genres such as kanshi, Chinese poetry, novels and stories such as Tale of Genji and even Western poetry, it
developed gradually, broadening its repertoire of expression and topics.
Karuta consists of two sets of 100 poem cards. One set is the “Reading Cards” or Yomi-fuda
and another set, the “Playing Cards” or Tori-fuda. A complete poem is written on each Yomi
-fuda card, along with the name and portrait of the poet; on the Tori-fuda card, only the second half of a poem is written in Hiragana.
The origin of the word Karuta is the Portuguese word carta ,meaning playing card. In the
16th Century, European playing cards were introduced into Japan by Portuguese traders.
This Karuta format eventually replaced with Kai-awase (Lacquered clamshells matching game) can trace back to the
Heian period (8th -12th Century).
Japan Cultural Days (JCD) has been organized under JBSD to promote a friendship between US and Japan
after local Japan community’s involvement in Grand Bargain to save the City of Detroit and the Detroit Institute of Arts.
JCD has focused its main activities in Culture, Arts and Education in US & Japan.

Japan Cultural Days along with Japan Gallery Opening

November 4(Sat) & 5(Sun), 2017
Detroit Institute of Arts
5200 Woodward Ave, Detroit, MI 48202

Sponsored by the Detroit Institute of Arts and the Japanese Business Society of Detroit
Currently supported by the Consulate General of Japan in Detroit, the City of Toyota,
and the Prefecture of Shiga

Japanese Art Craft Presentations
by 6 Masters at Great Hall/Studio
Demonstrations, workshops, and lectures of today’s traditional handmade objects. You can purchase Masters’ art
crafts on the site.
Textile Design on Japanese Towel “Tenugui” (Edo era)
by Chihiro Kawakami (Tokyo)
Edo Dolls “Ichimatsu Ningyo” by Kokan Fujimura (Tokyo)
Traditional Woodcarving by Mitsuaki Yokoya (Tokyo)
Ceramics by Eiji Kinoshita (Oita Pref., in Kyushu)
Textile Design (Traditional & Modern) by Setsuko
Hayashi (Los Angeles, California)
Japanese Paper “Washi” by Tomomi and Hisashi Kano
(Toyota, Aichi Pref.)

Stage Presentations
at various DIA locations
Japanese Dance Troupe “Kikunokai” from
Tokyo at Theater Auditorium
“Bo-no-te” martial art demonstration from
Toyota, Aichi Pref. at Rivera Court
Waka (Japanese Traditional Poem) Lecture,
Karuta Reading and Playing Performance by
Karuta Players at Rivera Court
Japanese Film (to be announced) at Lecture
Hall
Japanese Sweets by Motohiro Inaba from
Tokyo, and Tea from Shiga Pref. at Sweets
Cafe in Kresge Court

