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A month after my exchange, it still seems
unreal. It seemed unreal to me when I first got
the email from YFU saying that I had won
the JBSD scholarship. It seemed unreal to me
when I was putting my bags into the car at
three in the morning to go to the airport. It
seemed unreal all the way through California,
all the way through Tokyo and right until the
moment before I stepped out of the train to
greet my host family.

Getting ready for the exchange
interesting. I wasn’t nervous or stressed (I
can’t say the same for my parents), but if I
could describe exactly what I felt for those
2-3 months before departure, I would say I
felt dazed. I found it hard to believe that I
was actually going to leave American culture
and the English language all together and
stay alone in another country for 6 weeks. I
would constantly be caught off guard by my
peers asking whether I had finished packing,
what I was doing about gifts, and if I would
get them a gift. My attitude started to change
a lictle in California, especially when it hit
me that I was going to do this without my
parents. By the time I was on the bullet train
to Nagoya, my attitude had dramatically
changed from denial to hyper-awareness.

The fact that I was sitting on a train with the
Japanese language and culture surrounding
me was quite sobering,

I liked my host family from the moment I
met them. That probably sounds very obvious,
but I really did. To elaborate: I had heard a
lot of stories about their last day with their
host family from YFU staff and alumni, and
almost all of them had tearful goodbyes. It
might sound strange, but I kind of hoped that
my family would bid me a tearful goodbye
too. To me, that indicated that I had had a
deep connection with them, and in a larger
sense, that my exchange was successful. And
just on my second day with them, I knew
that I would be crying my eyes on my last day
without a doubt.

My host family and I got along extremely
well. I had a special connection with all of
them, for example, me and my host sister
Ayana shared a common sense of humor,

a common sense of fashion, and a love for
eating. With my mom, it was our evening
walks with Fuku, my host dog. I always
went to my host dad with questions about
culture and history, and thoroughly enjoyed
his wisdom and insight on those topics. Me
and my host brother (who reminded me a
lot of my own older brother) bonded over
our English conversations. My other host
sister, Yukina, loved Harry Potter just as
much as I did. My host family treated me
like I was family right from the first day,
and I wouldn’t have had it any other way.

It was a little hard to make friends at

school, mostly because of the language barrier
(as well as the fact that I'm a shy person), but
it got better after I started clubs. Besides that,
my exchange experience was pretty much
ideal. My host family never gave me a chance
to feel homesick, and I never felt like I was
missing anything back home. I am most
grateful for that.

I sincerely thank Youth for Understanding
and the Japan Business Society of Detroit for
this opportunity. They gave me the chance to
experience a new culture, new people, a new
family, and so much more. Without their help
and phenomenal support, I would probably still
be wondering what life in Japan would be like.

Deeya Chaturvedi

3 YFU (Youth for Understanding): YFU BB (F. 1951 FICKEIC TR SN HRPOSREDKTBEBZ E#XIET S,
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Santa’s Arctic Landing
~12824B(L)ET
BA-4%: 10:00am-4:00pm
T -H: 930am-5:00pm
Hle KA (12-615%) $21

27 (B2mELLLE) $19

I1—X (3-11#) $15.75

Ft AELT) E

EtE$6/A
B& it 313-982-6001
www.thehenryford.org
Y HICHRABIEID. ERIURATRAYY =%
FIEDTIL— 3 R EERIEI Y AT —E,

TY=274=IWVREVYY RUF—FA b+
Holiday Nights in Greenfield Village
Greenfield Village, Dearborn
12A2B8(£)-4A8 (B)
12898 (£)-11H(H)
12816 H(£)-18H (H)
12H20H(K)-238 (&)
12H26H(A)-30R (&)
6:30pm-10:00pm
Ha: AN (12-6175%) $26

=7 (2Ll L) $23.50

1—X(3-11#%) $19.50

2RI TR

BT $6/H8
M&tht: 313-982-6001
www.thehenryford.org
YRR AN —RDFBTEHWNRAAIEDPD LD ZE
AlIEF v RILDITEN, YO FAAICH
BRZB TARRT =M OHERESINTIND
[Z7 4 F—LICIFTEK D,
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Holiday Walk at Meadow Brook Hall

Meadow Brook Hall, Rochester

~12B22B(K) £T

11:00am-5:00pm

(18 -21 HIZ. 5:00pM-9:00pm DA 7
2T -UT—%)

e AN $20 - 175%LIT $5

B&ht: 248-364-6200

www.meadowbrookhall.org

E: BEOANY MERICELTE, ABDNEESNDBEDNHYETOT, BFARY FEREEICHEILTTEL,
F BBLTODIARCEL, WHEDMSTADPECTH, BSDE—EEZEVEFADTIOHITET S,

B EhE 4 ES 1t DodgeBrothers DEIERE 3> -

Ty TCDRERFIVG - ¥y PPRICETE
Fa——HADKEE, CORHITIURTR
DEFDBINFRER Y T—EBEY 7 —DAR.

RUF— -« 25—
TrF—=—N—-207F%=— - F—TRAF>
RUF—-RyFary—p

Ann Arbor Symphony Orchestra
Holiday Pops Concert

Hill Auditorium, Ann Arbor

1289 H (&) 8:00pm

Hs: $10-$47

M&tht: 734-994-4801
WWW.a2s0.com

RN L RF—LO—-5— - JURTR
Mannheim Steamroller Christmas

Fox Theatre, Detroit

1216 B (&) 7:30pm

Hle: $30-$90

&t 313-471-6611
http://olympiaentertainment.com

FhOA b - 0742 — - F=H5 RS
RUF—a Y-

Home for the Holidays

Detroit Symphony Orchestra, Detroit
12816 B (£)-18H(R)

& 10:45am -+ 8:00pm
il 3:00pm - 8:00pm
B: 3:00pm - 7:00pm

#e: $19-$115
B&bht: 313-576-5111
www.detroitsymphony.com
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The Nutcracker

NV I K BHEIY AR

~BKTIINLV I K BAHENU AF] BREIEAR Y
F—=—XADEE, T hAA hLiBTBr_G)qL
HZ<DNVIEAPRNELET, CRETE
THTIEIWPBTL LD~

a 7 - 959 I9NVI - ThHTFE—
The Academy of Russian Classical
Ballet (ARCB)

g
FIOM M ACERERER SRENS e | ‘\ﬁg@ﬁ@

T hOA MYACEHERERTE. BBE TR CTHHRAIFE,
PERBRNDBMEHEEL TNVET,
403 www.jsd.org/teacherwanted = Z& < 72X (),

XQRIO—R ALY ATRE/R IS

BECARI— FZeHAMBDE

YAZRUZTHA MAND v T LET

¢ Brighton Center for The Performing Arts,
Brighton High School
12A3H (%) 6:30pm
F4 v b 810-299-4130
¢ Michigan Theater, Ann Arbor
128108 (L) 7:00pm
F4 -« b ticketmaster.com
&t www.russianclassicalballet.com/events

O—X-?YU—-704 8 aAYFoRSU—
YEvonrzx
Rose Marie Floyd Contemporary Civic Ballet
Clawson High School Auditorium, Clawson
128178 (&) 7:30pm
128188 (B) 2:00pm
*‘l’% gI5E U KA (15FEL)\J:)$17
=7 (62 LI E)$15
FiE$12
B&ht: 248-546-7484
www.rosemariefloyd.com

ERIVINVIBES VA O T Y
Moscow Ballet’s Great Russian
Nutcracker

Fox Theater, Detroit

12818 H (B) 12:00pm * 4:00pm - 8:00pm
e $30-

&1t 800-745-3000
http://olympiaentertainment.com
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Japan Business Society of Detroit
3000 Town Center, Suite 606
Southfield, Ml 48075-1175
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