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When the Detroit Institute of Arts’ new
gallery for Japanese art opens to the public on
November 4, we know people will feel they
have entered a beautifully designed space. We
know they will be inspired by the aesthetics
and craftsmanship of some important works
of art from our Japanese collection. And,
we know people of all backgrounds will feel
enriched by learning about Japanese culture.

Unlike many installations of Japanese art
in major American art museums, our gallery
will not just focus on painting styles, artistic
techniques, and historical significance. It will
explore the ways works of art could define a
space as special and inspire both stillness and
movement in those who encountered the art.

For example, a masterful lacquered sculpture
of a Rakan, or disciple of the Buddha, will offer a
sense of serenity and stilled mind that exemplifies
Japanese Zen Buddhism. The sculpture was one
of 500 figures made for a temple in Japan that
burned down. The DIA's is one of only seven in
the United States.

Built in to the gallery will be a Tokonoma—
the spiritual center of many Japanese homes
reserved for the most prized objects. Works of

art such as paintings, contemporary ceramics
and other fine objects in the collection will
be displayed and replaced with the change
of seasons.

There will be other moments that spark awe
and wonder: a stunning 16th-century Samurai
helmet recently purchased for the DIA
collection. It is remarkable not just because
of the craftsmanship but also because of its
prestigious history. The helmet was owned by
the family of Maeda Toshiie, one of the most
important Samurai generals under the daimyo
who unified Japan in the 1500s.

While we know visitors will find much to
appreciate in the new gallery, what they won’t
see is just as important. For the first time in the
DIA’s history and in the history of most major
art museums, we have created an installation
by including members of the community in
our development process. In order to create
experiences that connect with our visitors in
meaningful ways, we brought in members of
the community, most of whom were Japanese,
to work with us. As paid members of the
team, these community consultants joined
DIA staff for three months to learn about the

works of art and come up with concepts that

could organize the gallery display. When they
completed their work, the staff team took the
ideas and developed the ones that could work
for the gallery.

Focus groups then tested our ideas and
viewed mock galleries. One consisted of people
reflecting our general visitor ship. Another
had eight people of Japanese heritage—from
immigrant generation to fourth generation
Japanese Americans.

The ideas and presentation were also
tested with a visiting delegation of 10 young
business leaders from Japan as well as at an
in-community consultation with 10 Japanese
nationals living in the area.

With this feedback, the team refined and
corrected their work to be more culturally
nuanced and responsible. The ideas we will
present will connect across boundaries and
bring the beauty and significance of Japanese
artistic and cultural forms to all visitors.

I hope you will join us in November
to experience the beautiful results of this
important collaboration.
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Rochester Park, Rochester i %
9A8H(£)-108 (H)

% 4:00pm-7:30pm
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B: 9:00am-4:00pm
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Plymouth Community Fall Festival ‘
Downtown Plymouth Main Street

9RA8A (£)-108(R)

£ 12:00pm-11:00pm
il 7:00am-11:00pm -
H: 8:00am-6:00pm
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Awa-SaginawAn Japan Festival 9R4H(A)-6R0K)
Saginaw, Michigan ¥t White Sox

98178 (B) 1:00pm- 4:00pm ' 9B 14H(K)-17H(R)
&4t 989-759-1648 ¥t Athletics
www.japaneseculturalcenter.org 9B 18R (A)-20H(K)
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Frankenmuth Octoberfest www.olympiaentertainment.com

Heritage Park, Frankenmuth (601 Weiss St.) ~ ® 10A27H 2 Cellos

9B 148 (K)-178 (B) e 12F17H Moscow Ballet’s Great

N 3:00pm-10:00pm Russian Nutcracker
£ 12:00pm- Midnight Little Caesars Arena

*: 12:00pm-Midnight www.olympiaentertainment.com

H: 12:00pm-6:00pm * 10A1-2H Paul McCartney
www.frankenmuthfestivals.com * 11A7H Lady Gaga
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Northville Heritage Festival

Downtown Northville
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www.northville.org
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Japan Business Society of Detroit

42400 Grand River Ave,,
Suite 202, Novi, Ml 48375
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Experience & Enjoy
Japanese Culture!
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